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industrial  effort of the majority, contain in itself
any principle of advance at all ?

We must, in order to do justice to any theory,
consider not only the points on which its exponents
lay the greatest stress, but also those which they
recognise as implied in it, or which we may see to
be implied in it ourselves. And if we consider the
theory of Marx in this way, we shall see that labour,
in the sense in which he understands the word,
does contain principles of advance which are of
two distinguishable kinds.

One of these is recognised by Marx himself.
Just as, when he says that labour is the sole produc-
tive agency, he assumes the gifts of nature, which
provide it with something to work upon, so, when
he conceives of labour as the effort of hand and
muscle, he assumes a human mind behind these
by which hand and muscle are directed. Such
being the case, he expressly admits also that rnind
is in some cases a more efficient director than in
others, and is able to train the hands and muscles
of the labourer, so that these acquire the quality
which is commonly called skill. Ruskin, who as-
serted, like Marx, that labour is the sole producer,
used in this respect a precisely similar argument.
He defined skill as faculty which exceptional
powers of mind impart to the hands of those by
whom such powers are possessed, from the brick-
layer who, in virtue of mere alertness and patience,
can lay in an hour more bricks than his fellows,
up to a Raphael, whose hands can paint a